Hill City Agricultural Education

and FFA Chapter

Operational Policies

These policies are for your benefit!  Policies are not meant to limit your fun and educational opportunities; rather, they will insure that each of you will get the most of such experiences.  These policies must and will be followed to insure that each of you will realize the most of your educational opportunities, and insure your safety and well being in addition to keeping the Hill City FFA Chapter, Hill City High School and your own reputation at the highest level.

1. When leaving for CDE’s, field trips, or overnight trips, a specified departure time will be announced prior to leaving.  The transportation will leave at that time.  If you are late, you will be left.  (It is best to be at least 5 minutes early and at least 15 minutes early on overnight trips.) Before departing for any overnight FFA Career Development Event, trip, or activity, all bags, backpacks, coats, etc will be searched prior to them being loaded into the school vehicle. A male and female adult will be present to perform the search. If a member refuses to have their bag searched, the parents will be called and the member will not be allowed to participate or attend the event. Parents are more than welcome to be present while bags are being searched. Members will not be allowed to bring any opened container on any event or activity, nor will be they be allowed to return to their cars after items have been searched.
2. The purpose of overnight trips will be explained to you prior to leaving.  The trips are not taken for the purpose of sight seeing, recreation, or for your personal favor.  However, while on trips there will be time for recreation, etc.

3. On field trips and overnight trips, times will be announced to meet in certain places, or to be in bed at certain times.  Failure to obey these rules will result in the trip being cut short and/or you will be sent home.

4. Behavior while traveling: there will be no excessive horse play while we are on a trip.  This will be avoided if those participating will use a little common sense.  Rowdy behavior leaves a bad impression on our school, chapter and YOU in other peoples eyes.

5. While traveling and on overnight trips, suitable dress will be: FFA jackets, Official Dress or school shirts, colored jeans, or other suitable dress pants.  Clothing must match the occasion.  A general rule is either an FFA T-shirt or a collared shirt without writing on it.

6. Field trips and Career Development Event trips will be taken at various times throughout the year; these trips are a privilege not a right.  There will be no loud talking, swearing, or other unsuitable behavior while on these trips, either at the trip site, or on the way to and from the site.  The chapter will express their appreciation to the person hosting the trip.  Members who break school or FFA rules will have this privilege taken away and will receive a minimum 1 year travel suspension with the chapter.

7. Meals and accommodations: The FFA Chapter will at times, provide part of your expenses.  While on judging trips, etc., the amount of money needed will be announced before the trip is to be taken.  In general, the school will provide transportation, the FFA Chapter will provide at least part of the overnight accommodation, and you will furnish part or all of your meals.

8. Selection of judging teams and CDE teams: The selection will be determined by the persons doing the best job in class, outside of school practice times, or in a similar contest here at the school, attendance at practice sessions, and eligibility on school subjects including Agriculture Education.  The CDE’s are an extension of the classroom; however, your participation is strictly voluntary (although you may be strongly encouraged from time to time.)  Once you commit to a team, you are expected to be there.  You are responsible for notifying Mr. Lyder if you are unable to attend.  In case of last minute illness or emergency call Mr. Lyder to let him know you cannot attend.

9. The FFA Executive Committee is the governing body for the Hill City FFA Chapter.  The Chapter will meet once monthly and the meetings are open to all members.  The officers are your representatives and they will be glad to hear your ideas on any part of the chapter activities.  The officers will need your work, support, and ideas if we are to expect the Chapter to run so that everyone can profit from being an FFA member.  All members have the opportunity to become involved in the planning and conducting of chapter activities by joining a POA Committee.

10. In order to be excused from school to attend an event, you must first be caught up and passing your class work.  Second, you must see your teachers and get your assignments prior to leaving and notify Mr. Lyder that you have done so the day before you are to leave.  Some teachers require you to make up assignments and tests ahead of time, if you commit to a team then it is your responsibility to get your assignments done and be able to attend those events you are involved in.  REMEMBER TEAM MEMBERS RELY ON ONE ANOTHER, if you say you are going to attend and practice and prepare to do so your team members are counting on your participation.

11. Mr. Lyder has the final say in the selection of all Career Development Event teams.  Others teachers or judges may be consulted, but his word is FINAL.  In addition, those who qualify for state or invitational trips need to notify Mr. Lyder early if they are not going to participate because there are other members who are seeking those spots that you may have earned.

12. Always remember the purpose of these events is your education, regardless of winning and losing never forget to be a good sport and have fun in the process.

I UNDERSTAND THE ABOVE POLICIES AND AGREE TO ABIDE BY THEM TO THE BEST OF MY ABILITY.

Signed (Student)___________________________________Date _________

Signed (Parent/Guardian) ___________________________ Date _________

