CURRICULUM UNITS
ENGLISH 1, 2, 3

Film/Literature Units
2009-2010--Ancient Literature
The Odyssey by Homer, 8th or 9th century BC. Trans. Robert Fitzgerald, 1998
O, Brother Where Art Thou? dir. Joel Coen, 2000
The Story of King David, 1, 2 Romans, 1 Kings New International Version of the Bible
Kings NBC creator Michael Green, 2009
Anansi Boys by Neil Gaiman, 2005
Hamlet by William Shakespeare
Renaissance Man dir. Penny Marshall, 1994
Hamlet dir. Franco Zeffirelli, 1990
Selected reviews, criticism and other applicable nonfiction reading
 
Web Sites
The Odyssey by Homer 
http://www.mythweb.com/odyssey/
The Story of King David from the New International Version of the Bible:
http://www.biblegateway.com/
No Fear Shakespeare Hamlet by William Shakespeare: 
 http://nfs.sparknotes.com/hamlet/characters.html

2010-2011--American Literature
"...a Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson," 1682
"Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God" by Jonathan Edwards, 1741
Salem Witch Trials Discovery Channel, 2003
The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne, 1850
The Scarlet Letter dir. Joseph Smiley, 1911
Excerpts The Scarlet Letter dir. Roland Jaffe, 1995
Excerpts The Scarlet Letter dir.Rick Hauser, 1979
The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald, 1925
The Great Gatsby dir. Jack Clayton, 1974
Selected reviews, criticism and other applicable non-fiction reading
Reading Circles "Adolescent Literature Selections" to be chosen by students-- TBA
Web sites
The Great Gatsby Website
http://www.fcps.edu/westspringfieldhs/academic/english/1project/99gg/99gg2/clothe2.htm

2011-2012--American Literature
The Declaration of Independence, 1776
Amistad dir. Steven Speilberg, 1997
Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl by Harriet Jacobs, 1861
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee, 1960                                       
To Kill a Mockingbird dir. Robert Mulligan, 1962
The Great Debaters dir. Denzel Washington, 2007
 
Selected movie reviews, criticism, and other applicable nonfiction reading
 
Reading Circles "Adolescent Literature Selections" to be chosen by students--TBA
 

NOTE:
	Virtually all the literature and film we study is traditional high school curriculum, but it does concern adult themes and may be considered controversial by some. 
    	Alternative curriculums for individuals or entire classes may be developed if requested. I appreciate literary recommendations by students, parents, and community.  
      	Plot and theme are the basic focus in my classroom. My intent is that students be familiar with these works as part of their cultural heritage. This philosophy was strongly influenced by Hirsch's book, Cultural Literacy.

Web Site
E. D. Hirsch Jr. (1987). Cultural Literacy: What Every American Needs to Know. Boston: Houghton Mifflin. ISBN 0-395-43095-X.


KS State Rdg Test Review
(Sophmores only)

Narrative text
Expository text
Persuasive text
Technical text

Terminology
Roots, prefixes, suffixes
Figurative Language
Propaganda Terms

Methods of Analysis
Comparison/Contrast
Cause/Effect	
Sequence
Problem/Solution

English 1, 2, 3
Composition Units
KS State Writing Test Goals
Ideas and Content
Organization
Word Choice
Voice
Conventions



Writing Assignments

Basic 5 Paragraph Essays
"Mini" Research Paper
Paragraph Development/Essay Questions
Creative Writing & Contest Essays as Time Allows

English 1, 2, 3
Grammar and Usage Units
1. Parts of Speech
2. Parts of Sentence
3. Phrases
4. Clauses
5. Agreement
6. Using Pronouns Correctly
7. Clear Reference
8. Using Verbs Correctly
9. Using Modifiers Correctly
10. Placement of Modifiers
11. A Glossary of Usage
12. Capitalization
13. Punctuation: End Marks & Commas
14. Punctuation: Other Marks of Punctuation
15. Spelling
16. Correcting Common Errors


